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By Miriam Toreu
Play it again, Bob!- . ~ -
For almost three hours a dellghted full—

house audience was treated-to the enchan t--

ﬂment of-Bob: Mrlne s .ragtime; boogie:

- WOogle plano It was'an excmng,swrnﬂmD .
swaying Music on The Divide Sunday af-
.- ternoon, Nov. 14, in the IOOF Hall. Milne,
recognized nationally as one of North
B America’s five finest ragtime players
* proved it Suriday.
. Heopened the: coricert witha syncopated
" Missouri folk song
‘from the late 18005 “Cairie’s Gone to:

) ‘Kansas City.” ‘Then; to explam -syncopa-
" tion, he treated the. audience to “Stars and:.
- Stupes composelel yearsavo Hestaited

the number in the conventional beat, then-

C “took it into a mild syncopation, thén ended:

lwrthrousmg,ﬂashmgoff beatr'lgtlme That -
80t spontaneous applause:” +
- Throughout the concert Bob Milne ex-
i -plamed the evolutlon of fagtirie and the
~maiy drfferent types of Tagtime music. Its
great period was from 1897 to 1917: Soime -
.-of the great perfom'lers and composers were:
Scott Jophn who was a. versatile musician;
- Buday Bowman ‘whose “*12th Street Rag”

E httleforBowman anid Charles Hunter from
_Nashville, who liad aknack for making up -
- - beautifiil, syncopated melodres John ' Wil- .
s liam “Blind” Booiig was tot'rlly blind but:
- for 40 years played atonceit every day but
.~ Sunday, for 10 months of every. year. His
" Tirst number was always a hymn, weaving
" Southern gospel and ragtime together
* Bob Milne’ explt-uned that a ragtimist
whose fans ddded “Papa’ to his narie was
- good. Milne said oné. of the greatest early
‘ragtimiists, whosenusic was ueverlecorded
. wascalled PapaLord God and hie must have

. Every number that Bob Mrlne played
7 wis enthusrashcally.applauded He played:

": super. 1ncred1b]y;'and I mean, super incred :
“ibly, fast, thunderous crashmg ﬁnales
In.the. “Tear Jelker” style of. ragtlme

= Y.Mllneplayed andsan “BreaktheNewsto

'Mother Notadry eyein the hall. Twenty—

- five years ago Milné played in Saloons and
wrote rags. His’ favorlte music is classical’
and his ‘favorite composer is- Mozait." He -

. “wrote a rag -based on-a theme from “The*

- Magic Flute,” “The Ragged Music Box.” -

" - What a gem! Wht a master at the piano! -

'Your eyes could hatdly follow the speed of -
- his hands on the keys It brought down the'.
-house; :

“Bob Mllne “closed?” the concert wrth
= anotherfoot-stoomper “Houky—ToukTraln
-~ 'Blues” by Meade Lix Lewis. Then he ook

. questions ﬁom theé audrence 1llustraung hls
e answels with applopnate musrc

broughtl down the house

" Grande Rodent” And that standmg ovation

50 fast.” Clair Cunmngham “I'was alinost :

“like six mstruments * Cecy! Thom‘as

“ ajewel. Jeny K1rkpatrlck “He? '$ hot. only

'?ﬂcouldn t keep up" w1th my- foottappmg

f ments about the Tovely floral decoratlons ln :

. Guild ladles for. the dehc1ous mtemusswn ‘,

Fmally alast tune ” the “Ouverture del

) blought the thrilled aiidience a really ﬁnal
encore Jelly Roll Morton’s “Trger Rag

© What'an afternoon!

“TIn greeting the audience and welcommg
Bob Milne, to operithe concert, Music on
The Divide president Tlse White thanked
the audience for their support of the Musrc :
-Guild’s very successful Spaghetti Fest.-

Comrments from the andience:. France

- Senecal, “I’m so excited!”: ‘Wendi Milka; 8
“Fabulous.” Bill Kluch “He must have §
m01 e than 10 fing gers to get all thosé notes in

E

- exhausted, just watching his hands fly over
-thie keyboard.” Sonya Adamson “He s
_great " Beryl Grifiim; “1 think he. is. Pa a
Lord God.” Thlaa Besan “Another wo
derful memory " Jatties White, “Fantastlc
Jerry Gel cken, “He rnakes the Ppiano sout
A
wonderful concert. Musié on The D1v1de is

a terr1f1c ragtime player; he's a ﬁne musi-
,crau Heleu Myerson “Wh'lt a fme con-
cert.’ Lmda Gigliotti,* He played 5o fast

Judy Cuesta; “Such a pianist. And his com- v
‘ments were so lnterestrng andi 1nst1uct1ve ™
Dave: Cameron “He 'S good teally good:’ .
Someone called 6utin the audrence “Whe
“are you coming back?” . S
There ‘were: also’ many- audlence corn :

“Bob_Milne:at-the- IOOF Hall.

--Photo by Ted Reinke

the hall and side room: Thanks go'to Thiaa
‘Besan, Mary Tomfohrde Lrlly Saclcl and ‘
Tise White. Many thanks alsp to the Musrc

1efreshments And what ajoy to have‘ )
~Frisch back' And lookrng 50, gredt. :
Monday morning Bob Mrlne gaveamusic::
lessou-top ;perforinance” program’ in- thie”
IOOF Hall for fouitliand ﬁfth gradels from
the local schoo]s The hall was Fult of very:.
enthusrastlc and dellghted studénts: Milne::
started Wlﬂl ScottJ oplm’s “Thie Entertamer” -
first with ‘a one—note melody, then going to
twonotes, then thres, then to full chords, to
lllustrate the - developrnent of-a tune. He"
demonstrated the different ways asong can’
‘be played with “Twinkle; . Twmkle Litte:
Star.”™ The first t1me thirough-it ‘was ‘with'
‘alberte bass then as arag, thenas a boogie-. -
‘woogie, then as a’ waltz then in minor key’. -
and 4 grand finale. With “Maple Leaf Rag”'
‘Milne gave thé. students faster and’ faster
tempo At the requestof a “student he
" ragtimed thie “Blue Danube Waltz” and, by

"_frequest awed the’ students with' “Honky-".

~Tonk Train Blues.” Thiou ghout his perfor-
mance; he emp11a51zed that’ students st
learn 1o play: for the1r own enjoyment A
wonderful lesson'and ‘fine mustcal experl—,
-ence for students provrded by Musrc on’

.- The D1v1de

. Fot the’ member 1n the audrence Who

i asked Bob Mllne when he would be- back
- fwe're trymg to a 'mange his 1eturn next No— ’
* .. vembér: Keep hopmu



