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Hitting all the right notes
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B ob Milne is best known
for his boogie woogie,
and his rousing renditions
from the golden era of ragtime.
He can pound out the rhythm
and blues, or slow down for
waltzes, gospel hymns, folk
songs or anything else he fan-
cies. His soul-stirring perfor-
mances can draw tears.

Talent has taken him into
the Indianapolis Performing
Arts, the Calumet Opera
House, and to the Fredonia
Opera House in New York.

Milne said he performed at
the Chautauqua Institute in
New York the night after Victor
Borge was there. Elementary
school classrooms are on his
circuit, too.

“I have driven 600 miles
overnight to be at the next
gig,” Milne said. _

Actually he could easily af-
ford to fly anywhere, said
Steve Myers of Novi, who
whisked the Milnes away to
Japan on a week-long concert
tour in November.
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“I think he doesn’t like and
doesn’t use airplanes,” said
Myers. “He pays the price by
dniving his own car. He's a
powerful intellect who delights
in entertainment. He’s bright,
but he protects his capacity to
be self-reliant. He chose to
take the harder road in life to
be master of his own destiny.
He chose to live in Lapeer. I
think he would live in Lapeer
even if all his concerts were in
California.”

One of the tour high-
lights was working
with Kosen Kagami, a native
who has mastered the ancient
and difficult art of temple jug-
gling. Milne was made an
#honorary musical citizen” of

Kanan. In turn, he proclaimed
Kanan his “honorary home-
town” in Japan.



