by SUSAN VOUNGER
- staff reporter

COLUMBIAVILLE——The

| ?musmal magic from' Bob Milne’s:
‘piano keys will entertain both a '

former U.S. ‘president “and the
leader of the nation’s oldest cultur-
~al institution.
Milne ‘has: been-invited by for-
mer President George Bush to per-

form .at'a July gathering in his

Maine home. He was also asked by
Librarian of Congress James. H.

Cville man'; to pla a't

“lar gest hbrary

The elder Bush’s invitation

.came as .a complete surprise to
‘Milne. Milne’s talent came to mind
~when Bush asked his nephew’s -
- wife, Robin Ellis, to get him a real-

ly good piano player ;
“T told him I'd get him the best

" piano player. in .the world,” said
Ellis. “T'd seen Bob play ata club in .

Boston

Mﬂne sa1d he Was stunned

iﬁWhen he received an e-mail from ‘
 Bush’s
Becker, askmg him to play at a

personal secretary, Jean

fundreusmg event.
“She said Mr Bush was throw—

ing a party in his house Saturday -
‘and wanted to know if I was avail-

able;” said Milne. “I said 1 was and
then she e-mailed back and apolo-

;ush s Mai ne h@me

hired a band” P
. Becker said Bush Wanted to:
hear Milne and mentioned three
other dates. Milne said hed
already booked concerts and he
couldn’t camcel and dlsappomt peo-
ple. ‘
“I said I was playmg a concert
200 mileg - away in.-northern

: .(See BUSH, page 44A)

Billington to play in the world’s

gized, ‘saying -someone else had
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* unusual way of playmg They are malg

_ing a film of a daym my life and Wheghj
I go to the hbrary in October they’l] :
record more.” (
- The library hired freelance director
. “Klrk Moreland of Farmmgtori»

“She called back aild sald he was. .~ home this week.

{ N “He’s follovvmg me. aroun an
: thrl].].ed He ]IlV'.lted my VV]fe and IL+for » ; , i record:lng What I dO ” Sald 1\/.[].]116 “ThlS

- and the concert for (former) Pres1dent

Becker asked to make hotel arrange-i, d — [ ting things that
.ments for the Milnes and his phot gra- - | k E;jg:j:r%l:p?gszgﬁlmeg o gs’ . é

R her and friend Richard Berry. N « _ Milne began his musical career as,

1 explamed that Mz Berry w d', < ‘ - French horn virtuoso in the late 1960%2‘

o ’alhOt , but my wife andIstay and‘ B f ) -He performed in symphomes at the
travel in our little motor home,” said g Bhoto by MIKE MEF ~“Rochester . Philharmonic - “and the

- Milne. “She laughed and said she was. :
e ; A day in the life of Bob Milne Baltimore Symphony. When ‘the pers
e S St o Vet 0 ety imed forhe Lty o, e 1 G

 Milne said he was happy to stayata  Of Congress by freelance. director ~ musicians played. for fun in local

: saloons. Bob didn't carry his horn wi
nearby Wal-Mart parking lot because  Kirk Moreland of Farmington Hills. B oo found iran t}t;g

- the store allows R ampers to spend a IlathIlS oldest federal cultural i mst i piano, learning to accompany singers,,.
~' mght o ' tion and serves as the research arm of ;+“T'm self-taught on the piano,” sa;ﬁ’ )
Milne was ecstatic When he recelved Congress. It has the largest library in Milne. ‘I was a semi-professional popl,
“word Bush wanted him to stay at a the world with nearly 128 million items ~  player and there are many similarities
- guest cottage on Walker’s Point.. ~ *~  on approximately 530 miles of book  between playing pool and the piano.
~ “Of course I'said yes;” said Milne. shelves. Collections include more that .~ Pool is not a slam-bang thmg, it isa
~“It’s an honor; it’s like staying in his . 29 million books and ‘other printed = work of art.”
“backyard. It be staymg at the Bush materials, 2.7 million recordings, 12 = Milne used his pool—playmg tech-
. COIIIPOUIld T , Coses i tmillion photographs 4.8 m11110n maps" ~ niques to learn the piano. He added
For, those ¢ * -and 57 million manuscripts. - . showmans]np and soon was paid for|
: concert ‘his ‘uniq will preserved At a recent California concert, having fan. Many times he only used
n hlstory at the L1brary of Congress n :Bﬂ]mgton saw ‘and met Milne. Then' -, the black keys while playing. |
Washington D.C. - Billington saw Milne’s concert at  “I'd play at the corner bars and the!
‘ Memorabilia from Mllne a ragtlme, . Princeton University in late May and -pianos were beat on. The white keys|
‘and’ “boogie-woogie p1amst will ‘be - asked to record his music for posterity. ' were busted,” Milne said. “If I wanted
- sayed " for future: v1ewmg ‘'with such - Milne will be a part of the library’s.  to get.paid, 1 had to play on the black
' diverse’ “treasires’ ,“as’'  Thomas - American Music project. The Library of - notes to make it sound good.” .
Jefferson’s handwntten draft of‘the Congress recently * recorded Dolly © - “Milne spec1a11zesmragt1me booglm'
Declaration of Independence and one of ~ Parton for the same project. 'Woog1e and turn-of-the-century pieceg;,
| the earliest-known baseball cards. - . “He said he wanted to document my ~ He is nationally known for his tech‘*'
" The ‘Library " of Corlgress is the life)” said Milne. “He said I have an = nique and showmanshlp

Tl




